
 

 

ALDBOURNE
CONSERVATION AREA

STATEMENT
June 2003

 
 



ALDBOURNE CONSERVATION AREA 

  
 The purpose of this Statement of the Aldbourne Conservation Area is to 

identify and record those special qualities of the village that make up its 
architectural and historic character.  This is important for providing a 
sound basis for local plan policies and development control decisions as 
well as for the formulation of proposals for the preservation or 
enhancement of the character or appearance of the area.  
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 The Statement contains an assessment of the Aldbourne Conservation 

Area and is intended therefore for all those with an interest in the 
village, or undertaking work on its buildings, landscape, streets or 
public spaces.  It is also essential reading for anyone contemplating 
development within the area.  By drawing attention to the distinctive 
features of Aldbourne it is intended that its character will be protected 
and enhanced for the benefit of this and future generations. 

  
 

 
From The Square looking east showing how 
frontage buildings along the main routes 
define much of the character of Aldbourne. Aldbourne Conservation Area was designated in January 1973 and 

includes the whole of the historic core of the village.  It extends from 
the treeline north of St. Michael's Church, across to Oxford Street, then 
south crossing South Street just north of the new development at Farm 
Lane.  It includes The Butts, and extends north-westwards to include 
Manor Farm.  20th century development is for the most part excluded 
from the Conservation Area. 

  
Geology and topography  

  
 Aldbourne is one of the larger of the villages in Kennet District and is 

located on the Marlborough Downs, approximately 7 miles north-east of 
Marlborough.  Ramsbury is 3 miles to the south and Swindon 9 miles 
north-west.  Baydon and the M4 motorway are approximately 2 miles 
north-east. 

  
 The village sits in a fold in the hills at approximately 150 metres above 

sea level and lies at a point where several valleys converge. The main 
road through Aldbourne links the Kennet valley with Cricklade.  It was 
turnpiked in 1813/14 and subsequently became part of the A419 
Hungerford to Hereford Trunk Road, but its status was changed in 1977 
with the construction of the M4 motorway. Minor road links run along 
the valleys to the north and west.  

  
 

 
All early development in the village sits in 
the valleys and below the skyline – this is an 
important characteristic and one to be 
maintained. 

The Marlborough Downs is an area of high chalk uplands that covers 
the northern part of Kennet District east of Avebury to the county 
boundary.  It forms an expansive landscape of open smooth rolling 
downland and is heavily dissected by a network of dry valleys and 
where, in the case of Aldbourne, a fertile soil deposit forms the base.  
The character of the landscape is derived from the strong topographical 
variety and the variation in vegetation cover and has been heavily 
influenced by intensive farming regimes.  The rocks and the soil that 
overlie the Chalk play an important part in the ecology of the area  and 
the great thickness of chalk is geologically divided into three, these 
being the Upper, Middle and Lower Chalk.  Aldbourne is located on the 
Middle Chalk. 

  
 All of the landscape area around the village is within the North Wessex 

Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, confirming its quality and 
national significance. 
  



 
 N 
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 Aldbourne Conservation Area – showing the main road layout and with the listed 
buildings in red.  An enlarged map of the area is on pages 7 and 8. 

 © Crown copyright.  All rights reserved  Kennet District Council  LA078328 2002 
  
Origins and development of the village  
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Aldbourne village lies near the eastern boundary of the parish at the 
junction of several dry or seasonally dry valleys.  On the eastern side of 
the village the tributary stream of the River Kennet rises flowing 
south-east to join the river just east of Ramsbury. The earliest settlement 
appears to have been located near this stream which surfaces beside 
Lottage Road and flows south-east beside the Swindon-Hungerford 
road, now known as South Street.  There is mention of Aldbourne in the 
Domesday Book and substantial development had taken place by the 
Middle Ages.  

  
 St Michael's Church, which dates from the 12th century, was built on an 

elevated site north-west of the stream thereby providing a focus for the 
village.  Development spread along the roads radiating from the village 
centre but was contained within the valleys.  By 1311 Aldbourne had 
grown substantially and had the makings of a small town.  In 1334 it 
was eleventh in size in the list of rateable places in Wiltshire and in 
1525 had more taxpayers than Chippenham or Malmesbury.  

  
 

 
From South Street looking north - water was  
an essential consideration in the siting of 
Saxon settlements.  

There were farmsteads beside West Street in the 16th century and 
probably earlier.  Other farmsteads were located just off South Street 
and former farmhouses and farm buildings are important components of 
the history and character of the village. 

  
 
 A significant number of 17th century buildings still survive along 

Oxford Street and West Street with a separate group of 17th century 
cottages at The Butts just south of the Marlborough Road.  There are 
also several 17th century buildings in Lottage Road. 
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Between the mid-16th and mid-17th centuries population growth in 
Aldbourne was considerable doubling from 400 to 800, and rising to a 
peak of 1622 in 1851.  Evidence of this growth can be seen in the 18th 
and 19th century buildings of the village and in the form of the 
settlement that existed at the beginning of the 20th century as shown on 
the 1901 Ordnance Survey map. 

  
 Industry was an important part of the development of Aldbourne.  In 

1694 William and Robert Cor began making bells and were followed in 
this trade by a succession of others, the last being Robert and James 
Wells.  Other specialist trades carried on since the 17th century have 
included the manufacture of a hard-wearing cloth of linen and cotton 
known as fustian, hats made from plaited straw and later from woven 
willow, and chair making which continued until 1927.  The coach firm 
of Barnes grew out of an earlier carrier's business in the village.  Early 
20th century work included an iron foundry and agricultural engineering. 

  
 

 
The east side of The Green - most of the 
buildings in this locality are 18th and early 
19th century, almost certainly constructed 
following the fires that seriously damaged the 
village.  

Aldbourne prospered as an industrial centre in the 18th century but a fire 
in 1760 destroyed 72 houses and some other buildings.  There was 
another fire in 1777 in which 80 houses and 20 barns were burned 
down, and a third in 1817 in which 15 cottages, 3 barns and 2 malt 
houses were lost.  There was rebuilding and new building after the fires 
but it is unlikely that the extent of the village changed much at that time. 
The rectangular Green south of the church may have been the Market 
Place in the Middle Ages.  It is possible however that The Green may 
occupy the site of houses destroyed in one or more of the fires.  Most of 
the buildings around The Green date from the late 18th or early 
19th century suggesting they were built or rebuilt after the fires. 

  
 The grid formation of streets bordering The Green suggest that the area 

was laid out to a formal plan with the streets running almost north south, 
and east west and plot boundaries at right angles.  On the north side 
Back Lane marks the western edge of the grid, and the south-western 
corner of the grid is where the major routes into the village meet at 
The Square. This is an irregularly shaped space at the modern centre of 
the village, south of which is the Pond.   

  
 

 
Back Street has an intimate character which 
contrasts with the open aspect of buildings on 
The Green.  The layout and plot boundaries 
suggest a formal plan. 
 

Until the middle of the 20th century farming was an important activity. 
At the enclosure of lands in 1809 the community's arable fields all lay in 
the eastern half of the parish around the village and extending north and 
south virtually to the parish boundaries.  Much of the western half of the 
parish formed Aldbourne Chase and was maintained as the manorial 
hunting ground until around the middle of the 17th century.  Rabbit 
farming was also significant until the 18th century.  By 1800 most of 
Aldbourne Chase and The Warren had been divided into small farms 
and enclosed. 

  
 

 
This 18th century Granary is one of a number 
of traditional farm building that provide a 
link with the past and a reminder of the 
importance of agriculture in the development 
of the village.   

The fortunes of the village declined in the later part of the 19th century 
and the population fell to a low point of just below 1000 at the end of 
the First World War.  By then most of the small farms had been 
absorbed into larger units.  The changes in work patterns and the growth 
of individual transport from the middle of the 20th century led to 
considerable expansion with new housing estates constructed to the 
north, south and west.  Much of this new development lies outside the 
conservation area but there have been other changes within the village 
centre.  Here, in addition to the introduction of new housing, small 
cottages have been joined together to form larger units and spaces have 
been created to accommodate the motor car.   



 

 

 
These buildings just south of the Church 
show the importance of the roofscape to the 
character of the village.  Chimney pots 
provide visual interest on the skyline and 
should always be retained. 
 Aldbourne in 1901.  This shows how the layout of the village has been influenced by its 

location within the valleys with development along the roads.  The overall form of the 
village has remained more or less intact to the present day and almost all of the built-up 
area on this map is within the Conservation Area. 

  
Archaeological significance  
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Aldbourne has a rich and diverse history reflected in part by the number 
of archaeological entries on the County Council's Sites and Monuments 
Record.  The earliest dated find recorded is a tranchet axe from the 
Mesolithic period.  Other prehistoric artefacts have been found at Manor 
Farm; Neolithic flakes were recovered here during trial excavations in 
1989 and mid/late Bronze Age sherds were found in a garden belonging 
to Pudley Cottage.  Additionally, several ring ditches of probably 
Bronze Age date have been noted on aerial photography just outside the 
western edge of the Conservation Area. 

  
 Romano-British evidence has also been noted in the village.  Pottery 

sherds were recovered from a packed flint surface at Manor Farm and in 
South Street four coins were discovered.  Adjacent to the Old Rectory a 
late Roman buckle decorated with dolphin heads and two bronze coins 
were unearthed. 

  
 

 
The history of the Church dates back to the 
12th century.  Here at the south entrance the 
very high quality of the paving greatly 
enhances the churchyard and the setting of 
the building. In AD 970 Aldbourne was known as Aldincburnan, which is the Saxon 

for the burna (stream) of Ealda, and by the time of Domesday the name 
had developed to Aldeborne.  Later spellings include Audiburne (1217) 
and Audingeburn.  Saxon pottery was discovered at Bay House and St. 
Michael's Church has Saxon origins.  To the east of the village a saucer 
brooch of tinned copper was discovered.  Several late Medieval pottery 
sherds have been discovered intermittently throughout Aldbourne and to 
the north of the village several flights of lynchets have been noted.  To 
the east of Manor Farm are earthworks which are most likely, based on 
their morphology, Medieval in date.  The village cross on The Green is 
also Medieval. 



 
  

Architectural and historic character 
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 Aldbourne is a village of considerable quality and there are 90 entries 
included in the statutory list of buildings of architectural or historic 
interest within the Conservation Area.  In addition, there are many 
other historic buildings that, although not listed, are traditional in style 
and construction and of considerable significance to the character and 
appearance of the village.  Listing is up-dated from time to time and 
should be checked with the District Council to reveal any changes 
since this statement was published. 

  
 Key features within the Conservation Area are St. Michael's Church 

and its churchyard, The Green, and The Square.  The road layout and 
pattern of development are also important.   

  
 The size and height of St Michael's 

Church is imposing and here is 
emphasised by the low sun.  Cottages 
around The Green are two storey, in a 
continuous line on the west side but more 
individual on the east.  

Much of the historic development in Aldbourne is directly onto the 
street frontages and this is especially evident along West Street, Castle 
Street, Marlborough Road and Oxford Street.  It is also evident at 
The Green and Back Lane.  The form of development is therefore 
especially important in determining village character.  The other main 
influence is the location and use of the road network, and in particular 
the through traffic link from Swindon to Hungerford along the B4192. 

  
 The elevated position of St. Michael's Church overlooking the village 

adds importance to the building.  The present church is built of 
limestone believed to have been brought from quarries at Purton.  The 
church tower, which rises some 30 metres, was erected in 1460.  At 
that time chapels were added, the roofs were renewed and most 
windows enlarged.  In the 1867 restoration by William Butterfield a 
more steeply pitched roof was placed over the nave and chancel with 
the 15th century roof being retained as a ceiling, and other alterations 
also took place.  Bells hung in the church were cast in the village. 

  
 The Green 
 The Green is an area of high townscape quality dominated by the 

church on high ground at its northern end.  To the east and west of The 
Green the houses and cottages are two-storey, built mostly of brick 
with plain clay tile roofs.  The buildings date from the 16th to the 18th 
century, although there are several 19th and 20th century examples.  
The size of The Green and scale of surrounding buildings create both a 
sense of space and a sense of enclosure which is much enjoyed.  The 
absence of kerbs and formal paving contribute to village character. 
Views within The Green and beyond are notable. 

  
 The Square 
 The present Square is primarily a car park but does need to be seen as 

the historic centre of the village as it is the focus for the various routes 
which radiate in and out of the village.  To the south of The Square is 
the village pond. There are attractive views north towards The Green 
and onwards to the church. Looking north-east, the immediate 
foreground is of a continuous line of historic buildings with Oxford 
Street rising up the hillside.  The density of development looking south 
is lower and the tree cover is much more significant. This is also the 
route of the winterbourne, another important feature in the street 
scene. Views from The Square looking west are closely contained with 
narrow glimpses to West Street and the overall character is of a place 
of arrival. This is emphasised by the various businesses in the locality 
which indicate the centre of the village. 

All the main routes out of the village 
radiate from The Square.  The view 
looking east towards Oxford Street shows 
the importance of the trees which provide 
a changing backdrop over the seasons. 



 
 Routes through the village 
 The busiest route through Aldbourne is the Swindon to Hungerford 

link which runs from West Street south of The Square and on to South 
Street.  Approaching the village from the north-west, the character is 
determined by farm buildings and related activity.  Moving closer to 
the village centre the density of development increases and this section 
of West Street has a continuous built-up frontage.  Interest is created 
by both long and short views with buildings on the outside of the 
bends prominent.  This is especially noticeable as West Street takes 
two right-angle bends through the village which, in addition to 
creating attractive townscape, also acts to slow the traffic. 
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 The narrow links to The Square are in marked contrast to the spacious 

character of the main road and an important feature here is the tree 
covered hillside on the eastern side of the Conservation Area.  Turning 
south, it is the landscape features that are notable with a number of the 
buildings on the east side set back behind the winterbourne.  These 
and the buildings to the west are at a lower density than those in the 
centre of the village.  Bridges and railings are simple and attractive. 

  
 

Castle Street looking east.  The close 
siting of the buildings directly on the 
frontage and the alignment of the road 
provide a distinct sense of enclosure 
which is emphasised by the buildings at 
the end of the street.  The informal 
treatment to the frontages is important in 
defining village character. Leading from the south-west corner of The Square are Marlborough 

Road and Castle Street, both of which are narrow with buildings on 
the edge of the carriageway.  This creates an intimate character, 
particularly in Castle Street where the road alignment restricts the 
view.  Soon after leaving the village centre the buildings in 
Marlborough Road give way to open land until arrival at The Butts 
which contains a number of 17th century rubble stone and thatch 
cottages. 

  
The buildings of Aldbourne  

  
 Most of the buildings in the historic centre of the village date from the 

17th, 18th and 19th centuries and there are many good examples.  
17th century buildings can be found at The Butts, The Green, Lottage 
Road, Oxford Street and West Street, and are mostly built of stone 
with thatch or clay tile roofs.  The character of traditional buildings is 
directly related to the materials available at the time and the 
construction techniques used.  In early buildings the materials came 
form nearby sources, construction methods were simple and windows 
and doors modest in scale.  The maximum length of a timber beam 
would often be the relevant consideration in determining size.  
Recognising the important features of historic buildings of different 
periods is the proper starting point for considering any changes. 

  
 The Butts is an interesting group of 

17th century thatched cottages located a 
short way from the centre.  Here in 
common with other parts of the village the 
thatch is combed wheat reed, undoubtedly 
replacing the earlier tradition of long 
straw. 

Many of the buildings surrounding The Green are 18th century, as are 
properties in Castle Street (although number 3-5 is 16th century or 
earlier), South Street and West Street.  Construction is usually of stone 
or brick with plain clay tile roof coverings and the contrast between 
these and the 17th century buildings is one of scale.  18th century 
buildings, particularly the higher status buildings, are more imposing 
and frequently have more intricate details.  Characteristics of 18th 
century buildings are sash windows and panelled doors, often with 
doorcases or canopies above.  Chimneys will often be part of the 
composition of the building. 

  
19th century building tends to follow the 18th century precedent and 
again the buildings are predominantly brick or stone with tile roofs, 
although there are one or two examples of slate roofs.  Examples from 
the 19th century are scattered throughout the village. 

 



Aldbourne Conservation Area – western 
part 

 

  

 N 
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Key 
 Conservation Area 
  Boundary 
 
 Listed Building 
 
  Significant unlisted 

buildings 
 and walls  

 
Significant trees  
 
Significant open 
spaces 
verges / banks 
 
Significant hedges 
 

 
© Crown copyright.  All rights reserved  Kennet District Council  LA078328 2002 
The base map used in this report is the latest available – recent changes 
within the village may not be shown. 
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Aldbourne Conservation Area – eastern 
part 

 

 N 
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© Crown copyright.  All rights reserved  Kennet District Council  LA078328 2002 
The base map used in this report is the latest available – recent changes 
within the village may not be shown. 
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Building materials and details  
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The principal building materials used in the Conservation Area are 
chalk stone, flint, brick and sarsen, together with roof coverings of 
clay tile or thatch.  The architectural interest within the village is that 
these are used in differing ways with, in particular, a range of brick 
and stone patterns.  Stonework is sometimes colourwashed. 

  
 The earlier buildings are generally rubble stone with thatch and the 

building construction becomes more sophisticated and more detailed 
through the later centuries.  This can be seen in the 18th and 19th 
century houses of Aldbourne where brick bonding, together with 
timber window, door and doorcase details, are of high quality.  Roof 
coverings are generally simple and it is notable that very few are 
disfigured by rooflights.  Chimney stacks are important features, 
particularly when the roofscape is seen from higher ground, such as 
the churchyard, looking down onto the centre of the village. 

  
 

Brick and stone are the most common 
building materials as shown here at 
Oxford Street.  Stone may be chalk, flint 
or sarsen, bricks are often patterned and 
walls sometimes painted   Boundary walls, gates and fences link building frontages and are 

thereby important components of the street scenes.  This is especially 
evident at the entrance to The Old Manor where the building is largely 
hidden from the street and it is the boundary features that identify the 
quality of the building.  In the same context, railings are attractive 
features in a number of parts of the Conservation Area.  Those of 
special note are at the entrance to St. Michael's Church and Number 15 
The Green nearby, 11 South Street and 3 The Square, but there are 
others.   

  
 The surviving agricultural and industrial buildings are worthy of note 

and these are detailed appropriate to their original use.  For example, 
granaries at West Street are timber framed on sarsen staddlestones and 
timber clad, and the former fustian factory at 11 South Street has a 
design and appearance which identify it as a former mill.  Further 
along the previous use of the Malt House and attached kiln at 13 South 
Street are clearly evident.  Other buildings in the village carry names 
that identify their previous use and provide a link with the past. 

  
 

Typical  19th century details at 15 The 
Green.  Painted timber sliding sash 
windows, a simple open porch and iron 
railings on a stone wall. The design and detailing of windows and doors is especially important 

in defining the quality of historic buildings and these features vary 
according to the dates of construction.  One of the special 
characteristics of historic buildings in Aldbourne is an attractive ratio 
of window to wall.  A number of buildings in the village have a 
relatively high proportion of wall to window giving an appearance of 
security and stability.  Horizontal sliding sashes, sometimes know as 
Yorkshire casements are found on various properties in the centre of 
the village.   

  
 The Market Cross in The Green provides a visual focus, especially 

when viewed looking towards the church.  Conversely the village 
pump is somewhat isolated in its present position where it is 
dominated by the road.  Bridges and railings at South Street along the 
line of the stream give a particular identity to this part of the village. 

  
 

Looking north at Crooked Corner with the 
stone retaining walls and paving, trees and 
the buildings combining to provide an 
attractive view. 

Within the Conservation Area paved surfaces are distinctive and have 
an appropriate rural character.  The pathways in the churchyard are of 
considerable quality as are other paved areas at Crooked Corner and 
areas of setts adjacent to some of the buildings in The Green.  
Roadside verges and the elevated pathway at Lottage Road add to 
local distinctiveness. 

  
 



Landscape setting and the contribution made by green spaces and 
trees 
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The landscape setting of Aldbourne is a vital part of village character 
with development for the most part being contained within the valleys.  
This is especially evident from long distance views looking east over 
the village and from the churchyard looking south.  The pattern of 
historic development of the village is determined by the road links 
which use the valleys as the communication routes. 

  
 Views out of the village are dominated by mature mixed broadleaf 

trees particularly beech, copper beech, lime and sycamore.  There are a 
large number of highly significant trees within the Conservation Area, 
many of which are covered by Tree Preservation Orders.  Trees 
particularly worthy of note include: 
 the woodland at Rectory Wood 
 the lime trees and other species at Turnpike and The Old Manor 
 the beech trees at the entrance to Hightown and the mixed trees 

along the rear boundary stretching to Oxford Street 
 the backdrop of mixed trees on the banks on the eastern side of 

South Street and the roadside copper beech just south of The 
Square 

 the wooded backdrop to the churchyard and the school 
 the mature ash and horse chestnut along West Street 

Arriving at The Square from West Street 
the visual contribution of the trees is 
clearly evident.  In summer the trees hide 
buildings and enclose views along the 
road.  

 the backdrop of trees on the ridge behind Manor Farm and the 
paddocks between West Street and Castle Street 

  
 The paddocks and open spaces along West Street are important 

elements in determining the character of this part of the Conservation 
Area, particularly as the views extend up to the tree line which forms 
the northern boundary.  Large gardens elsewhere also provide the 
opportunity for significant tree planting. 

  
 Wide grass verges alongside the winterbourne, together with the trees 

and shrubs planted there are attractive and distinctive, particularly at 
the northern end of South Street approaching The Square.  Mention 
has already been made of the importance of The Green and St. 
Michael's churchyard but there are other smaller green areas, such as 
at the junction of Back Lane with West Street, that add to the attractive 
quality of the village and provide settings for the surrounding 
buildings. 

  
 Problems and eyesores 
  
 

In Lottage Road the bank and verges with 
overhanging trees once again show the 
influence of the road alignments in the 
valleys as a key part of the historical 
layout and character of the village. 

Aldbourne, in common with almost every other village, suffers from 
the adverse effects of through traffic and parked vehicles are often 
obtrusive, especially around The Green.  There is limited scope within 
the village for off-street parking and accommodating traffic therefore 
requires careful management and control.  Some efforts have been 
made to define the spaces to improve facilities for pedestrians such as 
at the junction between West Street and Marlborough Road but 
excessive alterations to roads and footpaths would dramatically change 
the character of the village and are unlikely to be acceptable.  The 
conflict between the preservation of visual amenity and provision for 
cars is not easily resolved and a balanced view is probably the only 
realistic option. 

  
 Visually there is little that is out of keeping within Aldbourne that 

affects overall village character.  One of the least attractive buildings 
is the Primary School but this is relatively secluded and does not have 
a major impact outside its immediate surroundings.   



 
 
Similarly, the large garage and parking area for Barnes Coaches at the 
end of West Street is set back behind the road frontage and is not 
especially visible.  A small but prominent building in poor condition is 
the barn just north-east of the  Memorial Hall.   

  
 The narrow carriageway and alignment of the road serving The Butts 

makes off-street parking a necessity.  This has been provided in lock-
up garages which although functionally desirable, are visually 
unattractive but the potential for improvement is limited. 

  
 There are some locations where overhead wires are obtrusive, most 

noticeably at the junction of Oxford Street and Lottage Road and on 
the approaches to the village.  Signs need to be used sparingly. 

  
Preservation and enhancement  
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Preservation and enhancement of the character of the Conservation 
Area requires co-operation from all those who have an interest in the 
village either as owners, occupiers, the District and Parish Councils 
and other service providers.  Owners and occupiers of land and 
buildings have the ability to enhance the area through their direct 
activities, some of which may require planning permission or listed 
building or conservation area consent. 

  
 The District Council is responsible for planning control, and 

preservation of the character of the Conservation Area is a statutory 
duty.  Work undertaken by those providing electricity and telephone 
supplies can affect the quality of the environment as can works carried 
out within the highway. 

  
 

Attention to detail is very important in 
preserving character.  The pattern and 
bond of the brickwork with the traditional 
19th century door and windows and the 
sarsen paving all need to be retained 
intact.  The flowers are a bonus. 
 

Alterations to buildings fronting the highway are especially notable 
and need to be undertaken with great care.  This applies particularly to 
The Green, West Street and Back Lane, and also to buildings along 
Oxford Street and Lottage Road.  Where buildings are set back within 
their own grounds the space around the buildings is often an 
important, component of character, especially where the vegetation, 
including trees, features in the public view.  The introduction of 
modern features such as white upvc windows into historic buildings 
diminishes their quality and value and has a detrimental effect on their 
surroundings. 

  
 One of the particular attractions of Aldbourne is the amount of activity 

that remains within the village.  This includes business activity, 
shopping, the church, the school, the library and the village hall, all of 
which identify Aldbourne as an important local centre.  Pubs and 
restaurants provide facilities for both residents and visitors.  Retention 
of all these uses is essential if the overall character of the Conservation 
Area is to be maintained. 

  
 Preservation of existing character 
 It is the aim of the District Council that the character and appearance 

of the Aldbourne Conservation Area should be preserved and there are 
various ways in which this can be achieved. The following list is not 
exhaustive but is intended as a guide to the type of work that would 
contribute to maintaining the quality of the village. 

 Action by the District Council: 
 Applications for planning permission and conservation area 

consent to be assessed with reference to this character appraisal. 

The care and conservation of historic 
buildings will protect the physical fabric 
of the village but activity is also important 
if the overall character is to be preserved.  
Shops, the school, business and other uses 
need to be  retained and new uses can 
reduce the need to travel. 



 Advice to be made available to owners of historic buildings, listed 
and unlisted, to encourage good standards of maintenance and 
repair and the retention of original materials and details. 

 Contact to be maintained with the County Council as Highway 
Authority concerning works within the Conservation Area and in 
particular any proposals for traffic management.  Roads and street 
scenes are especially vulnerable to change.  Modern street 
furniture including signs, street lighting, and changes in road 
alignments can be disfiguring, especially within the rural scene.  
Natural stone paving occurs in various locations in the village but 
is becoming increasingly rare and needs to be preserved intact 
wherever found.  

 Trees and hedges are essential components of the character of the 
Conservation Area and their long-term future should be 
considered.  Where appropriate, sites should be identified for 
future planting, particularly where this is necessary to maintain 
landscape quality.  

  
 Action by owners: 

 Look carefully at desired changes to buildings and surroundings 
and view the proposal in context.  Where construction work is 
involved take particular care in the choice of materials. 

 Where undertaking alterations to doors and windows on traditional 
buildings retain the original wherever possible or copy original 
styles and details. 

 Traditional paint colours, selected from colours used in differing 
periods, can enhance the buildings.  It is not always necessary or 
desirable to use white; off-whites can be better. 

 Consider all extensions as complementary to the existing building 
and design in keeping. 

 Prepare a strategy for the maintenance of trees, shrubs and hedges 
to ensure long term survival and, where appropriate, identify sites 
for replacement tree planting. 

Unlisted historic buildings make up a 
significant proportion of properties in the 
Conservation Area and their contribution 
to village character is considerable as can 
be seen in these 19th century dwellings in 
West Street.    

 Public and private open spaces are equally important to the 
character of the village.  This is especially evident on the approach 
from Swindon where the long views from West Street provide 
glimpses of the Parish Church.  Similarly, views north from the 
higher parts of Castle Street reveal the open character of this part 
of the village.  These areas need careful maintenance. 
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 Enhancement 
 There are a small number of sites where there is potential to enhance 

the Conservation Area, in particular the following: 

 The village pump – examine options to improve the setting. 

 The barn in Oxford Street – maintenance (and new use?) required. 

 Oxford Street/Lottage Road junction and West Street – if and 
when upgrading is proposed consider removal of wirescape or 
relocation of poles.  

 Car parking areas generally can look unsightly when heavily used 
but the simple surface treatment is in keeping with rural character.  
Kerbs, lines and traffic management measures would spoil this 
and should be avoided. This barn in Oxford Street is one of the 

few buildings in Aldbourne in need of 
attention.  It is a prominent building and 
although unlisted is of interest and should 
be retained. 

The list identifies ideas for improvement but details and timescales are 
not determined at this stage. 



Areas of potential change  
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The 'Limits of Development' outlined in the Kennet District Local 
Plan indicate that expansion of the existing built-up area will be 
resisted.  The open areas in the north-western section of the 
Conservation Area that are important to village character are outside 
the Limits of Development.  Changes will therefore be restricted to 
small infill sites or alterations or replacements to existing dwellings 
but in all cases should be in harmony with the village. 

  
 Within the Conservation Area there is little scope for major change.  

The main considerations within Aldbourne should be the maintenance 
of existing historic buildings with as little prominent change as 
possible, and this applies particularly to those buildings directly on the 
street frontages.  Retention of open space and important trees is a 
further requirement. 

  
 Redundant farm buildings and workshops in rural areas are in 

considerable demand for residential conversion.  Where existing 
employment activity exists it should be maintained with new 
employment uses considered for suitable premises.  Efforts to reduce 
outward commuting will help to maintain the character of the area. 

 

Traditional buildings often find new uses 
and changes should always respect the 
original.   These buildings provide links to 
the past and add interest.   Blocked 
openings are clues to earlier activity.  
Rubble stone with brick, and plain clay 
tile and thatch are locally used building 
materials. 

 
 A number of the smaller buildings within the village have been 

combined which means that although the appearance is maintained, 
there is a subtle change in character.  Economic and social pressures 
suggest that similar changes may take place where opportunities arise.  
Where buildings are seen to be too small for present day use then 
pressure for extensions is likely to follow.  In all cases it will be 
important to ensure that building extensions do not dominate the 
principal building and that the form, scale, style and materials of any 
new building work is designed in context.  It will also be important 
that key spaces between buildings are retained. 

  
Notes on extensions to traditional buildings  

 There are some useful guidelines on extensions that can be applied 
here: 
 All extensions should be in scale and character with the building 

to which they are added and should not dominate; 
 Particular care should be taken to ensure that the original character 

of traditional buildings is maintained with extensions on major 
elevations set back from the existing and with roof lines lower; 

 Plan forms should be narrow to reflect local tradition and roof 
pitches should relate closely to those of the existing building; 

 Window proportions should relate to those of the principal 
building and should generally be set back within the reveals; 

 It is not always necessary to copy roofing materials, particularly 
thatch, provided that a traditional clay tile or natural slate is used.  
This can help maintain the character of historic buildings by 
following a long established building tradition.  The use of modern 
style fascias and barge boards should be avoided. 

 Garages are not always easily assimilated into village scenes and 
prominent locations and double doors should be avoided.  
Driveway finishes should be compacted gravel or top dressed and 
rural in character avoiding coloured or patterned block or other 
paving. 

The 18th century Ivy House just off The 
Square is a building of quality as can be 
seen in the stone construction with brick 
dressings.  The later building to the south 
shares certain design characteristics with 
the main building but does not 
compromise its original form. 

In all cases the relationship with adjacent buildings and spaces needs 
to be considered.  Also relevant is the need to comply with Building 
Regulations. 



 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 
 
The Conservation Area is complex and, although priority has been given to highlighting significant features, omission of items from the 
text or from the illustrations should not be regarded as an indication that they are unimportant in conservation or planning terms. 
 

  
  
The planning context  

   
 The Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 

places a duty on local planning authorities to determine which parts of 
their area are "Areas of Special Architectural or Historic Interest, the 
character or appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or 
enhance" and to designate them as Conservation Areas.   The Act, and 
Government advice given in Planning Policy Guidance Note 15, 
Planning and the Historic Environment, states that the local planning 
authority should formulate and publish proposals for the preservation 
and enhancement of all Conservation Areas and this assessment, 
published as the Aldbourne Conservation Area Statement, is part of 
the process. 
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 This Conservation Area Statement was adopted by the Council as 

Supplementary Planning Guidance on 19 June 2003.  SPG provides 
additional information on the interpretation and implementation of 
policies and proposals contained in a Local Plan. 

  
 Consultation procedures, consistent with the advice contained at 

paragraph 4.7 of PPG15 – Planning and the Historic Environment, 
have been undertaken during the preparation of this Statement.  
Paragraph 3.16 of PPG12 – Development Plans, also states that 
adequate consultation is a requirement for adoption of SPG.  The 
Council considers that the consultation undertaken meets the 
obligations for consultations set out in PPG12. 

  
 
 

Setting aside the cars the overall picture is 
pleasing but minor details such as this 
concrete lighting column could be better 
designed and sited.   



The Replacement Kennet Local Plan (March 2001) is at an advanced 
stage of preparation having been subject to two stages of Deposit and a 
Public Local Inquiry.  This SPG provides detailed background 
information for the interpretation of policies contained in the 
Replacement Local Plan, particularly Policies HH5 and HH6. 

  
 In addition, the guidance will be relevant to the application of Policies 

PD1, HC5, HC22, HC32a, ED9, ED11a, ED11b, ED26, AT28, HH1, 
HH2, HH10, HH12 and TR17. 
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 Summary and Conclusions  
  
 Summary 
  
 Aldbourne has a distinctive character and is a village of considerable 

architectural and historic interest.  The original street lines and 
traditional buildings have largely been retained and there is little that 
is out-of-keeping.  There is a high proportion of historic buildings in 
the village although many of these are not listed.  Historically the 
relative isolation of the settlement encouraged development to serve 
local needs and significant local activity remains. The village is 
contained within the landscape setting and trees are evident throughout 
the Conservation Area. 

  
 Farming is no longer a dominant activity and there is outward 

commuting especially to Swindon.  Physical change within the area 
since designation is limited, although there is evidence of buildings 
being amalgamated and extended to meet present day aspirations.   

  
 

This open area on the north side of West 
Street up to the trees is within the 
Conservation Area because of the 
contribution it makes to the setting of the 
village. Protection of the setting of the 
Conservation Area is a planning 
requirement. 

The Square is the hub of the local road network and vehicles, both 
moving and parked are obtrusive.  Growth in traffic is a national and a 
local problem but great care is needed within the village to avoid 
changes that will damage its special character. 

  
 Conclusions 
  
 The potential for development or redevelopment in the historic centre 

of the village is limited but there is likely to be continued pressure for 
changes to existing buildings.  The character of the village can be 
adversely affected by such changes, especially to buildings of historic 
interest.  It is important to recognise, and work with, the form and 
grain of the village taking into account historic boundaries and overall 
density. 

  
 Particular care should be taken to protect the character of unlisted 

traditional buildings in Aldbourne as they make a major contribution 
to the quality and character of the village.  The character of buildings 
can be damaged by the use of inappropriate standard building 
components during repair or alteration and this should be avoided 
where possible.  The roofscape of the village is especially notable for 
its quality and the lack of modern dormers and rooflights.  Special 
attention should be given to ensuring that roof slopes are not altered. 

  
 Boundary walls, paving, trees, verges and other landscape features are 

important but can be vulnerable to change especially where works to 
accommodate traffic are proposed.  The threat to village character is 
from discordant changes and the introduction of non-rural elements. 

 

This view of the centre of Aldbourne seen 
from South Street illustrates the quality of 
the village and identifies the main 
contributors to its character, these being 
the church, historic buildings, the 
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The implications of all changes need to be assessed within their 
specific context taking into account the wider view of buildings, their 
surroundings and settings.  The various elements that make up the 
special character of the village have been identified in this report and 
will need to be protected if the quality of Aldbourne is to be preserved.  
The information in this character assessment is intended to assist this 
process and provide guidance for the future. 

  
  
 There is a considerable amount of written information available on 

Aldbourne and the following list is selective. 
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	ALDBOURNE 
	CONSERVATION AREA 
	ALDBOURNE CONSERVATION AREA
	The purpose of this Statement of the Aldbourne Conservation Area is to identify and record those special qualities of the village that make up its architectural and historic character.  This is important for providing a sound basis for local plan policies and development control decisions as well as for the formulation of proposals for the preservation or enhancement of the character or appearance of the area. 
	The Statement contains an assessment of the Aldbourne Conservation Area and is intended therefore for all those with an interest in the village, or undertaking work on its buildings, landscape, streets or public spaces.  It is also essential reading for anyone contemplating development within the area.  By drawing attention to the distinctive features of Aldbourne it is intended that its character will be protected and enhanced for the benefit of this and future generations.
	Aldbourne Conservation Area was designated in January 1973 and includes the whole of the historic core of the village.  It extends from the treeline north of St. Michael's Church, across to Oxford Street, then south crossing South Street just north of the new development at Farm Lane.  It includes The Butts, and extends north-westwards to include Manor Farm.  20th century development is for the most part excluded from the Conservation Area.
	Geology and topography
	Aldbourne is one of the larger of the villages in Kennet District and is located on the Marlborough Downs, approximately 7 miles north-east of Marlborough.  Ramsbury is 3 miles to the south and Swindon 9 miles north-west.  Baydon and the M4 motorway are approximately 2 miles north-east.
	The village sits in a fold in the hills at approximately 150 metres above sea level and lies at a point where several valleys converge. The main road through Aldbourne links the Kennet valley with Cricklade.  It was turnpiked in 1813/14 and subsequently became part of the A419 Hungerford to Hereford Trunk Road, but its status was changed in 1977 with the construction of the M4 motorway. Minor road links run along the valleys to the north and west. 
	The Marlborough Downs is an area of high chalk uplands that covers the northern part of Kennet District east of Avebury to the county boundary.  It forms an expansive landscape of open smooth rolling downland and is heavily dissected by a network of dry valleys and where, in the case of Aldbourne, a fertile soil deposit forms the base.  The character of the landscape is derived from the strong topographical variety and the variation in vegetation cover and has been heavily influenced by intensive farming regimes.  The rocks and the soil that overlie the Chalk play an important part in the ecology of the area  and the great thickness of chalk is geologically divided into three, these being the Upper, Middle and Lower Chalk.  Aldbourne is located on the Middle Chalk.
	All of the landscape area around the village is within the North Wessex Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, confirming its quality and national significance.
	 
	( Crown copyright.  All rights reserved  Kennet District Council  LA078328 2002
	Origins and development of the village
	Aldbourne village lies near the eastern boundary of the parish at the junction of several dry or seasonally dry valleys.  On the eastern side of the village the tributary stream of the River Kennet rises flowing south east to join the river just east of Ramsbury. The earliest settlement appears to have been located near this stream which surfaces beside Lottage Road and flows south-east beside the Swindon-Hungerford road, now known as South Street.  There is mention of Aldbourne in the Domesday Book and substantial development had taken place by the Middle Ages. 
	St Michael's Church, which dates from the 12th century, was built on an elevated site north-west of the stream thereby providing a focus for the village.  Development spread along the roads radiating from the village centre but was contained within the valleys.  By 1311 Aldbourne had grown substantially and had the makings of a small town.  In 1334 it was eleventh in size in the list of rateable places in Wiltshire and in 1525 had more taxpayers than Chippenham or Malmesbury. 
	There were farmsteads beside West Street in the 16th century and probably earlier.  Other farmsteads were located just off South Street and former farmhouses and farm buildings are important components of the history and character of the village.
	A significant number of 17th century buildings still survive along Oxford Street and West Street with a separate group of 17th century cottages at The Butts just south of the Marlborough Road.  There are also several 17th century buildings in Lottage Road. 
	 
	Between the mid-16th and mid-17th centuries population growth in Aldbourne was considerable doubling from 400 to 800, and rising to a peak of 1622 in 1851.  Evidence of this growth can be seen in the 18th and 19th century buildings of the village and in the form of the settlement that existed at the beginning of the 20th century as shown on the 1901 Ordnance Survey map.
	Industry was an important part of the development of Aldbourne.  In 1694 William and Robert Cor began making bells and were followed in this trade by a succession of others, the last being Robert and James Wells.  Other specialist trades carried on since the 17th century have included the manufacture of a hard-wearing cloth of linen and cotton known as fustian, hats made from plaited straw and later from woven willow, and chair making which continued until 1927.  The coach firm of Barnes grew out of an earlier carrier's business in the village.  Early 20th century work included an iron foundry and agricultural engineering. 
	Aldbourne prospered as an industrial centre in the 18th century but a fire in 1760 destroyed 72 houses and some other buildings.  There was another fire in 1777 in which 80 houses and 20 barns were burned down, and a third in 1817 in which 15 cottages, 3 barns and 2 malt houses were lost.  There was rebuilding and new building after the fires but it is unlikely that the extent of the village changed much at that time. The rectangular Green south of the church may have been the Market Place in the Middle Ages.  It is possible however that The Green may occupy the site of houses destroyed in one or more of the fires.  Most of the buildings around The Green date from the late 18th or early 19th century suggesting they were built or rebuilt after the fires.
	The grid formation of streets bordering The Green suggest that the area was laid out to a formal plan with the streets running almost north south, and east west and plot boundaries at right angles.  On the north side Back Lane marks the western edge of the grid, and the south-western corner of the grid is where the major routes into the village meet at The Square. This is an irregularly shaped space at the modern centre of the village, south of which is the Pond.  
	Until the middle of the 20th century farming was an important activity. At the enclosure of lands in 1809 the community's arable fields all lay in the eastern half of the parish around the village and extending north and south virtually to the parish boundaries.  Much of the western half of the parish formed Aldbourne Chase and was maintained as the manorial hunting ground until around the middle of the 17th century.  Rabbit farming was also significant until the 18th century.  By 1800 most of Aldbourne Chase and The Warren had been divided into small farms and enclosed.
	The fortunes of the village declined in the later part of the 19th century and the population fell to a low point of just below 1000 at the end of the First World War.  By then most of the small farms had been absorbed into larger units.  The changes in work patterns and the growth of individual transport from the middle of the 20th century led to considerable expansion with new housing estates constructed to the north, south and west.  Much of this new development lies outside the conservation area but there have been other changes within the village centre.  Here, in addition to the introduction of new housing, small cottages have been joined together to form larger units and spaces have been created to accommodate the motor car.  
	 
	Aldbourne in 1901.  This shows how the layout of the village has been influenced by its location within the valleys with development along the roads.  The overall form of the village has remained more or less intact to the present day and almost all of the built-up area on this map is within the Conservation Area.
	Archaeological significance
	Aldbourne has a rich and diverse history reflected in part by the number of archaeological entries on the County Council's Sites and Monuments Record.  The earliest dated find recorded is a tranchet axe from the Mesolithic period.  Other prehistoric artefacts have been found at Manor Farm; Neolithic flakes were recovered here during trial excavations in 1989 and mid/late Bronze Age sherds were found in a garden belonging to Pudley Cottage.  Additionally, several ring ditches of probably Bronze Age date have been noted on aerial photography just outside the western edge of the Conservation Area.
	Romano-British evidence has also been noted in the village.  Pottery sherds were recovered from a packed flint surface at Manor Farm and in South Street four coins were discovered.  Adjacent to the Old Rectory a late Roman buckle decorated with dolphin heads and two bronze coins were unearthed.
	In AD 970 Aldbourne was known as Aldincburnan, which is the Saxon for the burna (stream) of Ealda, and by the time of Domesday the name had developed to Aldeborne.  Later spellings include Audiburne (1217) and Audingeburn.  Saxon pottery was discovered at Bay House and St. Michael's Church has Saxon origins.  To the east of the village a saucer brooch of tinned copper was discovered.  Several late Medieval pottery sherds have been discovered intermittently throughout Aldbourne and to the north of the village several flights of lynchets have been noted.  To the east of Manor Farm are earthworks which are most likely, based on their morphology, Medieval in date.  The village cross on The Green is also Medieval.
	 
	Architectural and historic character
	Aldbourne is a village of considerable quality and there are 90 entries included in the statutory list of buildings of architectural or historic interest within the Conservation Area.  In addition, there are many other historic buildings that, although not listed, are traditional in style and construction and of considerable significance to the character and appearance of the village.  Listing is up-dated from time to time and should be checked with the District Council to reveal any changes since this statement was published.
	Key features within the Conservation Area are St. Michael's Church and its churchyard, The Green, and The Square.  The road layout and pattern of development are also important.  
	Much of the historic development in Aldbourne is directly onto the street frontages and this is especially evident along West Street, Castle Street, Marlborough Road and Oxford Street.  It is also evident at The Green and Back Lane.  The form of development is therefore especially important in determining village character.  The other main influence is the location and use of the road network, and in particular the through traffic link from Swindon to Hungerford along the B4192.
	The elevated position of St. Michael's Church overlooking the village adds importance to the building.  The present church is built of limestone believed to have been brought from quarries at Purton.  The church tower, which rises some 30 metres, was erected in 1460.  At that time chapels were added, the roofs were renewed and most windows enlarged.  In the 1867 restoration by William Butterfield a more steeply pitched roof was placed over the nave and chancel with the 15th century roof being retained as a ceiling, and other alterations also took place.  Bells hung in the church were cast in the village.
	The Green
	The Green is an area of high townscape quality dominated by the church on high ground at its northern end.  To the east and west of The Green the houses and cottages are two-storey, built mostly of brick with plain clay tile roofs.  The buildings date from the 16th to the 18th century, although there are several 19th and 20th century examples.  The size of The Green and scale of surrounding buildings create both a sense of space and a sense of enclosure which is much enjoyed.  The absence of kerbs and formal paving contribute to village character. Views within The Green and beyond are notable.
	The Square
	The present Square is primarily a car park but does need to be seen as the historic centre of the village as it is the focus for the various routes which radiate in and out of the village.  To the south of The Square is the village pond. There are attractive views north towards The Green and onwards to the church. Looking north-east, the immediate foreground is of a continuous line of historic buildings with Oxford Street rising up the hillside.  The density of development looking south is lower and the tree cover is much more significant. This is also the route of the winterbourne, another important feature in the street scene. Views from The Square looking west are closely contained with narrow glimpses to West Street and the overall character is of a place of arrival. This is emphasised by the various businesses in the locality which indicate the centre of the village. 
	Routes through the village
	The busiest route through Aldbourne is the Swindon to Hungerford link which runs from West Street south of The Square and on to South Street.  Approaching the village from the north-west, the character is determined by farm buildings and related activity.  Moving closer to the village centre the density of development increases and this section of West Street has a continuous built-up frontage.  Interest is created by both long and short views with buildings on the outside of the bends prominent.  This is especially noticeable as West Street takes two right-angle bends through the village which, in addition to creating attractive townscape, also acts to slow the traffic.
	The narrow links to The Square are in marked contrast to the spacious character of the main road and an important feature here is the tree covered hillside on the eastern side of the Conservation Area.  Turning south, it is the landscape features that are notable with a number of the buildings on the east side set back behind the winterbourne.  These and the buildings to the west are at a lower density than those in the centre of the village.  Bridges and railings are simple and attractive.
	Leading from the south-west corner of The Square are Marlborough Road and Castle Street, both of which are narrow with buildings on the edge of the carriageway.  This creates an intimate character, particularly in Castle Street where the road alignment restricts the view.  Soon after leaving the village centre the buildings in Marlborough Road give way to open land until arrival at The Butts which contains a number of 17th century rubble stone and thatch cottages.
	The buildings of Aldbourne
	Most of the buildings in the historic centre of the village date from the 17th, 18th and 19th centuries and there are many good examples.  17th century buildings can be found at The Butts, The Green, Lottage Road, Oxford Street and West Street, and are mostly built of stone with thatch or clay tile roofs.  The character of traditional buildings is directly related to the materials available at the time and the construction techniques used.  In early buildings the materials came form nearby sources, construction methods were simple and windows and doors modest in scale.  The maximum length of a timber beam would often be the relevant consideration in determining size.  Recognising the important features of historic buildings of different periods is the proper starting point for considering any changes.
	Many of the buildings surrounding The Green are 18th century, as are properties in Castle Street (although number 3-5 is 16th century or earlier), South Street and West Street.  Construction is usually of stone or brick with plain clay tile roof coverings and the contrast between these and the 17th century buildings is one of scale.  18th century buildings, particularly the higher status buildings, are more imposing and frequently have more intricate details.  Characteristics of 18th century buildings are sash windows and panelled doors, often with doorcases or canopies above.  Chimneys will often be part of the composition of the building.
	19th century building tends to follow the 18th century precedent and again the buildings are predominantly brick or stone with tile roofs, although there are one or two examples of slate roofs.  Examples from the 19th century are scattered throughout the village.
	Aldbourne Conservation Area – western part
	  
	 
	( Crown copyright.  All rights reserved  Kennet District Council  LA078328 2002
	The base map used in this report is the latest available – recent changes within the village may not be shown.
	Aldbourne Conservation Area – eastern part
	 
	( Crown copyright.  All rights reserved  Kennet District Council  LA078328 2002
	The base map used in this report is the latest available – recent changes within the village may not be shown.
	Building materials and details
	The principal building materials used in the Conservation Area are chalk stone, flint, brick and sarsen, together with roof coverings of clay tile or thatch.  The architectural interest within the village is that these are used in differing ways with, in particular, a range of brick and stone patterns.  Stonework is sometimes colourwashed.
	The earlier buildings are generally rubble stone with thatch and the building construction becomes more sophisticated and more detailed through the later centuries.  This can be seen in the 18th and 19th century houses of Aldbourne where brick bonding, together with timber window, door and doorcase details, are of high quality.  Roof coverings are generally simple and it is notable that very few are disfigured by rooflights.  Chimney stacks are important features, particularly when the roofscape is seen from higher ground, such as the churchyard, looking down onto the centre of the village.
	Boundary walls, gates and fences link building frontages and are thereby important components of the street scenes.  This is especially evident at the entrance to The Old Manor where the building is largely hidden from the street and it is the boundary features that identify the quality of the building.  In the same context, railings are attractive features in a number of parts of the Conservation Area.  Those of special note are at the entrance to St. Michael's Church and Number 15 The Green nearby, 11 South Street and 3 The Square, but there are others.  
	The surviving agricultural and industrial buildings are worthy of note and these are detailed appropriate to their original use.  For example, granaries at West Street are timber framed on sarsen staddlestones and timber clad, and the former fustian factory at 11 South Street has a design and appearance which identify it as a former mill.  Further along the previous use of the Malt House and attached kiln at 13 South Street are clearly evident.  Other buildings in the village carry names that identify their previous use and provide a link with the past.
	The design and detailing of windows and doors is especially important in defining the quality of historic buildings and these features vary according to the dates of construction.  One of the special characteristics of historic buildings in Aldbourne is an attractive ratio of window to wall.  A number of buildings in the village have a relatively high proportion of wall to window giving an appearance of security and stability.  Horizontal sliding sashes, sometimes know as Yorkshire casements are found on various properties in the centre of the village.  
	The Market Cross in The Green provides a visual focus, especially when viewed looking towards the church.  Conversely the village pump is somewhat isolated in its present position where it is dominated by the road.  Bridges and railings at South Street along the line of the stream give a particular identity to this part of the village.
	Within the Conservation Area paved surfaces are distinctive and have an appropriate rural character.  The pathways in the churchyard are of considerable quality as are other paved areas at Crooked Corner and areas of setts adjacent to some of the buildings in The Green.  Roadside verges and the elevated pathway at Lottage Road add to local distinctiveness.
	 
	 
	Landscape setting and the contribution made by green spaces and trees
	The landscape setting of Aldbourne is a vital part of village character with development for the most part being contained within the valleys.  This is especially evident from long distance views looking east over the village and from the churchyard looking south.  The pattern of historic development of the village is determined by the road links which use the valleys as the communication routes.
	Views out of the village are dominated by mature mixed broadleaf trees particularly beech, copper beech, lime and sycamore.  There are a large number of highly significant trees within the Conservation Area, many of which are covered by Tree Preservation Orders.  Trees particularly worthy of note include: 
	The paddocks and open spaces along West Street are important elements in determining the character of this part of the Conservation Area, particularly as the views extend up to the tree line which forms the northern boundary.  Large gardens elsewhere also provide the opportunity for significant tree planting.
	Wide grass verges alongside the winterbourne, together with the trees and shrubs planted there are attractive and distinctive, particularly at the northern end of South Street approaching The Square.  Mention has already been made of the importance of The Green and St. Michael's churchyard but there are other smaller green areas, such as at the junction of Back Lane with West Street, that add to the attractive quality of the village and provide settings for the surrounding buildings.
	Problems and eyesores
	Aldbourne, in common with almost every other village, suffers from the adverse effects of through traffic and parked vehicles are often obtrusive, especially around The Green.  There is limited scope within the village for off-street parking and accommodating traffic therefore requires careful management and control.  Some efforts have been made to define the spaces to improve facilities for pedestrians such as at the junction between West Street and Marlborough Road but excessive alterations to roads and footpaths would dramatically change the character of the village and are unlikely to be acceptable.  The conflict between the preservation of visual amenity and provision for cars is not easily resolved and a balanced view is probably the only realistic option.
	Visually there is little that is out of keeping within Aldbourne that affects overall village character.  One of the least attractive buildings is the Primary School but this is relatively secluded and does not have a major impact outside its immediate surroundings.   
	 
	 
	Similarly, the large garage and parking area for Barnes Coaches at the end of West Street is set back behind the road frontage and is not especially visible.  A small but prominent building in poor condition is the barn just north-east of the  Memorial Hall.  
	The narrow carriageway and alignment of the road serving The Butts makes off-street parking a necessity.  This has been provided in lock-up garages which although functionally desirable, are visually unattractive but the potential for improvement is limited.
	There are some locations where overhead wires are obtrusive, most noticeably at the junction of Oxford Street and Lottage Road and on the approaches to the village.  Signs need to be used sparingly.
	Preservation and enhancement
	Preservation and enhancement of the character of the Conservation Area requires co-operation from all those who have an interest in the village either as owners, occupiers, the District and Parish Councils and other service providers.  Owners and occupiers of land and buildings have the ability to enhance the area through their direct activities, some of which may require planning permission or listed building or conservation area consent.
	The District Council is responsible for planning control, and preservation of the character of the Conservation Area is a statutory duty.  Work undertaken by those providing electricity and telephone supplies can affect the quality of the environment as can works carried out within the highway.
	Alterations to buildings fronting the highway are especially notable and need to be undertaken with great care.  This applies particularly to The Green, West Street and Back Lane, and also to buildings along Oxford Street and Lottage Road.  Where buildings are set back within their own grounds the space around the buildings is often an important, component of character, especially where the vegetation, including trees, features in the public view.  The introduction of modern features such as white upvc windows into historic buildings diminishes their quality and value and has a detrimental effect on their surroundings.
	One of the particular attractions of Aldbourne is the amount of activity that remains within the village.  This includes business activity, shopping, the church, the school, the library and the village hall, all of which identify Aldbourne as an important local centre.  Pubs and restaurants provide facilities for both residents and visitors.  Retention of all these uses is essential if the overall character of the Conservation Area is to be maintained.
	Preservation of existing character
	It is the aim of the District Council that the character and appearance of the Aldbourne Conservation Area should be preserved and there are various ways in which this can be achieved. The following list is not exhaustive but is intended as a guide to the type of work that would contribute to maintaining the quality of the village.
	Action by the District Council: 
	 Contact to be maintained with the County Council as Highway Authority concerning works within the Conservation Area and in particular any proposals for traffic management.  Roads and street scenes are especially vulnerable to change.  Modern street furniture including signs, street lighting, and changes in road alignments can be disfiguring, especially within the rural scene.  Natural stone paving occurs in various locations in the village but is becoming increasingly rare and needs to be preserved intact wherever found.  
	Action by owners: 
	 Prepare a strategy for the maintenance of trees, shrubs and hedges to ensure long term survival and, where appropriate, identify sites for replacement tree planting. 
	Enhancement
	There are a small number of sites where there is potential to enhance the Conservation Area, in particular the following: 
	Areas of potential change
	The 'Limits of Development' outlined in the Kennet District Local Plan indicate that expansion of the existing built-up area will be resisted.  The open areas in the north-western section of the Conservation Area that are important to village character are outside the Limits of Development.  Changes will therefore be restricted to small infill sites or alterations or replacements to existing dwellings but in all cases should be in harmony with the village.
	Within the Conservation Area there is little scope for major change.  The main considerations within Aldbourne should be the maintenance of existing historic buildings with as little prominent change as possible, and this applies particularly to those buildings directly on the street frontages.  Retention of open space and important trees is a further requirement.
	Redundant farm buildings and workshops in rural areas are in considerable demand for residential conversion.  Where existing employment activity exists it should be maintained with new employment uses considered for suitable premises.  Efforts to reduce outward commuting will help to maintain the character of the area.
	A number of the smaller buildings within the village have been combined which means that although the appearance is maintained, there is a subtle change in character.  Economic and social pressures suggest that similar changes may take place where opportunities arise.  Where buildings are seen to be too small for present day use then pressure for extensions is likely to follow.  In all cases it will be important to ensure that building extensions do not dominate the principal building and that the form, scale, style and materials of any new building work is designed in context.  It will also be important that key spaces between buildings are retained.
	Notes on extensions to traditional buildings
	There are some useful guidelines on extensions that can be applied here: 
	The planning context
	 
	The Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 places a duty on local planning authorities to determine which parts of their area are "Areas of Special Architectural or Historic Interest, the character or appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance" and to designate them as Conservation Areas.   The Act, and Government advice given in Planning Policy Guidance Note 15, Planning and the Historic Environment, states that the local planning authority should formulate and publish proposals for the preservation and enhancement of all Conservation Areas and this assessment, published as the Aldbourne Conservation Area Statement, is part of the process.
	This Conservation Area Statement was adopted by the Council as Supplementary Planning Guidance on 19 June 2003.  SPG provides additional information on the interpretation and implementation of policies and proposals contained in a Local Plan.
	Summary and Conclusions 
	Summary
	Aldbourne has a distinctive character and is a village of considerable architectural and historic interest.  The original street lines and traditional buildings have largely been retained and there is little that is out-of-keeping.  There is a high proportion of historic buildings in the village although many of these are not listed.  Historically the relative isolation of the settlement encouraged development to serve local needs and significant local activity remains. The village is contained within the landscape setting and trees are evident throughout the Conservation Area.
	Farming is no longer a dominant activity and there is outward commuting especially to Swindon.  Physical change within the area since designation is limited, although there is evidence of buildings being amalgamated and extended to meet present day aspirations.  
	The Square is the hub of the local road network and vehicles, both moving and parked are obtrusive.  Growth in traffic is a national and a local problem but great care is needed within the village to avoid changes that will damage its special character.
	Conclusions
	The potential for development or redevelopment in the historic centre of the village is limited but there is likely to be continued pressure for changes to existing buildings.  The character of the village can be adversely affected by such changes, especially to buildings of historic interest.  It is important to recognise, and work with, the form and grain of the village taking into account historic boundaries and overall density.
	Particular care should be taken to protect the character of unlisted traditional buildings in Aldbourne as they make a major contribution to the quality and character of the village.  The character of buildings can be damaged by the use of inappropriate standard building components during repair or alteration and this should be avoided where possible.  The roofscape of the village is especially notable for its quality and the lack of modern dormers and rooflights.  Special attention should be given to ensuring that roof slopes are not altered.
	Boundary walls, paving, trees, verges and other landscape features are important but can be vulnerable to change especially where works to accommodate traffic are proposed.  The threat to village character is from discordant changes and the introduction of non-rural elements.
	 
	 
	 
	The implications of all changes need to be assessed within their specific context taking into account the wider view of buildings, their surroundings and settings.  The various elements that make up the special character of the village have been identified in this report and will need to be protected if the quality of Aldbourne is to be preserved.  The information in this character assessment is intended to assist this process and provide guidance for the future.
	There is a considerable amount of written information available on Aldbourne and the following list is selective. 
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