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ALDBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 

WEDNESDAY 1ST MAY 2019 

IN THE MEMORIAL HALL, ALDBOURNE

Present
Cllr. A. Edmonds (Chairman), Cllr. C. Williams (Vice Chairman)
Cllr. H. Bland,  Cllr. M. Cheney, Cllr. A. Deuchar, Cllr. J. Gould,  Cllr. B. Hill, Cllr. N. Josephy, 
Cllr. S. Muirhead, Cllr. W. Brown (From 20:00)

Mrs K Clay – Parish Clerk
In attendance: 7 members of the public, Cllr. J. Sheppard (Wiltshire Council) 

19/1. Elect Chairman of the Council for 2019/2020
Cllr. A. Edmonds was proposed by Cllr. Hill and seconded by Cllr. Deuchar.
It was RESOLVED unanimously to elect Cllr. A. Edmonds as the Chairman for 2019/2020.

19/2. Elect Vice Chairman of the Council for 2019/2020
Cllr. C. Williams was proposed by Cllr. Deuchar and seconded by Cllr. Muirhead.
It was RESOLVED unanimously to elect Cllr. C. Williams as the Vice Chairman for 2019/2020.

19/3. Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence were accepted from Cllr. L. Harris, Cllr. P. Lawler, Cllr. J. Rayner & 
Cllr. J. Moore (not in attendance)

19/4. Declarations of interest of any item contained in the Agenda & granting of any 
dispensations required

There were no declarations of interest.

19/5. Finance Report
Cllr. Josephy gave an update of the main points from the year end finance meeting. The 
Councils finances are looking healthy, as recent items of large expenditure were reserved for. 

19/6. Consider Council Annual Financial Statement for 2018/2019
It was RESOLVED unanimously to approve the Annual Financial Statement for 2018/2019

19/7. Annual Internal Audit Report 2018/2019
The internal audit report has been signed by Mr. McGowan, with no areas of concern raised.

19/8. Decision on external audit Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement 2018/19
It was RESOLVED unanimously to approve Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement 
2018/19

19/9. Decision on external audit Section 2 – Accounting Statements 2018/19
It was RESOLVED unanimously to approve Section 2 – Accounting Statements 2018/19

19/10. Consider insurance renewal for 2019/2020
It was RESOLVED unanimously to take out a 3 year long term agreement with Came & Co at 
a cost of £941.63 per annum (inclusive of tax and fees)

19/11. Consider meetings dates for 2019/2020
It was RESOLVED unanimously to hold meetings on the 1st Wednesday of each month apart 
from September 2019 which will be held on 11th instead of the 4th, as that date clashes with 
Carnival quiz.  No meetings August 2019 & January 2020.
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19/12. Appoint parish representation on outside bodies for 2019/2020
It was RESOLVED unanimously that parish representation on outside bodies for 2019/2020 
will remain the same as 2018/2019, except for MAB, which Cllr. Edmonds agreed to be the 
representative for. 

19/13. Appoint planning committee, village responsibilities and liaison roles for 
2018/2019

It was RESOLVED unanimously that the planning committee chair will be Cllr. Muirhead, with 
Cllr. Cheney as the vice chair.  Cllr Harris will become vice chair of the play areas and sports 
field responsibility group, all other roles will remain the same for 2019/2020.

19/14. Consider and sign the Minutes of the April 2019 Parish Council meeting
It was RESOLVED unanimously that the Minutes from the Parish Council meeting held on 
Wednesday 3rd April 2019 be approved and signed.

19/15. Update on matters arising
a) (19/216a 07/03/18) Marlborough Rd – Tree cutting debris.  Never cleared but has rotted 
down to a point where it is no longer an issue.   
b) (19/216e)  White Lining – Still awaiting a date for when the contractors will be in the 
village.  Cllr. Sheppard has been sent details of recent accidents/near misses that have 
occurred around the area of the B4192/Marlborough Rd due to the lines being so faint there in
the hope that this will speed things up.
c) (19/216f 05/12/18) Road gullies – The gullies along the B4192 have been cleared, and 
some on Oxford Street.  Those along the bottom end of Lottage Rd/Oxford St have been 
cleared this week. 
d) (19/221 03/04/19) Operation Nightingale – The conditions of use have been sent to 
Mr Osgood, and he confirms they are acceptable.  Maps showing the exact location of the 
dig, and a copy of the risk assessment are being sent to the PC prior to the event. 
e) (19/225 03/04/19) 20mph review – A list of the roads agreed has been submitted to CATG 
for consideration of a speed limit review.  The next meeting is on 20 June.
f) (19/226 03/10/18) Back Lane Pump – Refurbishment has started and should be 
completed within the next few weeks. 
g) (19/227 03/04/19) U13 goal posts – Costs being looked at ready for June meeting. 
h) (19/228 03/04/19) Springer for Claridge Close – Cost of a new unit/installation requested, 
but none received as yet.  
i) (19/231 03/04/19) The Green – The grass has been looked at, and whilst the bare patches
are of concern, the advice was to monitor the area and see if they regrow, and if not to look at
re-instating them in the autumn. 
j) (19/231 03/04/19) Drug dealing –  A letter has been sent to the PCC and he has asked for 
a review by the Sector Inspector. He advised he would respond within 14 days.  There has 
been no response from Mr McPherson, but Cllr. Edmonds has received a telephone call from 
our area PCSO.  She will be meeting her next week to discuss drug issues across the village. 

19/16. Clerks report
 Cllr. Sheppard has been trying to get the proposed closure of Farm Lane by Wales & 

West between 7&15 May on traffic light control.  Unfortunately, he has received a 
resounding silence.  We have also now received notification that Thames Water want to 
shut Farm Lane between 24&28 June.  Again, Cllr Sheppard is also trying to get this on 
traffic light control, or carried out in May with the Wales & West work. 

 The Scouts have helped ARC move the logs they need for the bug houses.  They have 
been put against the boundary of Farefield, and there is a white box marked around them.
All the remaining logs will be offered to the village to take for free.  It will be stated that 
those wishing to take them do so at their own risk. 

 The Carnival Committee has requested permission to use the Green on 31 August 2019 
as part of this years carnival activities.  Exact details are still to be agreed, but the 
activities are likely to consist of a dance demonstration and stalls.  

There were no objections to The Green being used, subject to the usual conditions for use. 
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19/17. Receive monthly financial report and to sign any cheques for payments
It was RESOLVED unanimously to approve the accounts and cheques for payment as 
presented by the clerk.
A copy of the financial report is attached to these Minutes.

19/18. Questions and request from the pubic for councillors to consider
 Query on the bug houses location and reserves. Both answered by the council. 

19/19. Update on Lease & Management Agreement for ARC
Cllr. Josephy advised that the council’s solicitor has sent a revised draft with proposals for 
suggested changes from ARC’s solicitor.  The FSFD have reviewed this new draft and sent 
responses back to the council’s solicitor with comments on what the council could or could not
agree too. The council’s solicitor is now going through these comments with a view to sending
an updated draft back to ARC’s solicitor.  

Cllr. Brown arrived. 

19/20. Update on tree project by the tennis court, and consider any actions required
Proposals for the replanting are still be looked at.  The biggest issue is that some Beech trees
are still required due to the TPO, and thus locations where they will not conflict with the power
line in future years are needed.  The repairs to the tennis court fence will be chased, as 
nothing has been heard back from the contractor on this. 

19/21. Neighbourhood Plan update and consider any actions required
Cllr. Deuchar advised that a summary of the Design Day has now been received, and will be 
circulated to all councillors shortly.  The committee are meeting with Place Studios on 2nd May,
to discuss the next stage of the plan. 

19/22. Update on SIDs and consider any action required
Cllr. Hill advised that whilst the unit on South Street has been working for the last month, it will
not download any data.  Having had very little contact since the last letter from the Parish 
Council, Cllr. Hill took the unit that does not work at all back to the manufacturer today.  They 
were somewhat perplexed by the fault, having never encountered it before.  Whilst there, 
Cllr. Hill confirmed that he was doing everything correctly on the units, and using a USB that 
is compatible with the units.  The supplier will continue to work on the unit they have, and then
either return with it, or a replacement unit.  Whilst in the village they will also look at why the 
South Street one is not recording data. 

19/23. Update on creation of path beside B4192 and consider any actions required
Cllr. Edmonds advised that Brennans, Earthline and P.A. Matthews had all been asked to 
provide an estimate for the work.  Brennans have been in touch, and they carried out a site 
visit with Cllr. Edmonds last week.  Earthline advised they could not help as the project was 
too small for them, but recommended a company in Ferndown.  This company has been 
asked to provide an estimate. 

19/24. Discuss the future of Aldbourne Post Office
Cllr. Edmonds advised that currently Aldbourne Stores heavily subsidises the Post Office and 
the cost of doing so increases year on year.  This is due to a much lower payment for each 
transaction being paid to a rural Post Offices then is paid to an urban ones.  There is a real 
need to future proof Aldbourne's Post Office, so that it is able to remain in the village for many
more years.  This can be done by urging the Government to pay rural Post Offices the same 
as urban ones, and by everyone in the village using the facilities they offer much more.  There
is currently a Government Review of Post Offices taking place, and the Parish Council will be 
sending a written submission in support of Aldbourne's Post Office, explaining why it is so vital
to the village and must not be lost.  The Council will also write to Claire Perry, MP, and put an 
article in the Dabchick. 
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19/25. Discuss reporting highway infringements to Wiltshire Council
The Parish Council has already written to several properties about highway infringements, 
using the standard letter that Wiltshire Council supplied them.  
It was RESOLVED unanimously to ask Mr. Martin Cook to look at the issues, and advise 
whether if felt a highway infringement had occurred, and thus the issues should be reported to
Wiltshire Council to take enforcement action. 

19/26. Consider renewal of Parish Online mapping subscription
It was RESOLVED unanimously to renew the Parish Online mapping subscription.

19/27. Consider two requests for funding
It was agreed that the cost of installing an outside power socket by The Green could be 
looked at with a view to considering the amount at the June meeting. 

Standing orders were suspended to allow for an update on the 2020 Festival finances.  The 
committee is still looking at various options for funding, but as yet have not made any formal 
applications, other than to the Parish Council.  They are still in the process of obtaining a bank
account.  
It was agreed that the Council will consider the funding request at their June meeting, subject 
to more information on the committees finances being supplied. 

19/28. Receive & adopt the April planning committee minutes
The Minutes from the meetings held on 3rd April 2019 were adopted.
A copy is attached to these minutes.

19/29. Reports by councillors on any Council business or village issues
 Cllr. Deuchar reported that there is a meeting to discuss what needs to happen on the 

village website to get it up and running again.  If anyone has any comments to make on 
what they would like to see, or not see, please get in touch with the website admins. 

 Comment was made about how toothless Wiltshire Council is, with issues in the village 
going unresolved for many years.  

 Two signs have gone up on Whitely Field asking that dog owners do not exercise their 
dogs in this area.  As a children’s playing field it is unacceptable for dogs to be allowed to 
foul in there, even if it is picked up.  No other issues to report. 

 Aldbourne Guides have sent hand written thank you notes to the council, for the donation 
made to them from the Vodafone fund for their future badge work. 

19/30. Wiltshire Council report 
Cllr. Shepard advised that the Princess Royal will be attending the Armed Forces Day in 
Salisbury on Saturday 29 June. 

19/31. Correspondence
Correspondence received and sent during the last month was noted.

19/32. Questions and requests from the public for councillors to consider
 Thanks were expressed to Mr. K. Warren for the excellent work he carries out at 

Southward Triangle to keep it looking so beautiful.    
 Comment was made that it was a shame that more members of the public did not 

attended this years Annual Assembly.  The range of presentations were very interesting 
and informative. 

19/33. Confirm date of next meeting
Wednesday 5th June 2019 @ 7.30pm in the Memorial Hall.

There being no other business the meeting closed at 20:45

Chairman Signature: _______________________________________________ 5 June 2019
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